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From the Univerralist ‘seg zine. 
A SERIOUS INQUIRY. 

Our Unitarian doctors who flourish in that 
wisdom and that knowledge which appertain to 
the future state, and anticipate vast reward 
bereafter for their great and sublime attain- 
ments in the science of divinity, and moral | 
yirtue, and who teach us to expect a day of | 
retribution, in the future world, when they will | 
be crowned with glorious diadems, seated on | 
thrones of mighty power, and live forever in| 
the sunshine of peace and joy, while their fel- 
low creatures and fellow travellers, on earth, 
will be degraded for their ignorance and pun- 
ished for their indulgence in vice, are most 
sincerely requested to give us as much informa- 
tion respecting the future state as they may 
think will be of public utility. It is very pos- 
ible that they may think that the information, 
which they have alréady given, and are in the 
habit of stating in their sermons, is guite as 
muchas we need; but the fact is we are got 
quite satisfied. There are some things which 
to us seem of no small moment, about which 
they say nothing. The Calvinistic doctors are 
much more thorough instructors. They tell 
us that in order to fit for heaven, in the eternal 
world, we must not only be willing ourselves 
to go tohelland suffer the divine vengeance for- 
ever for the glory of God, but must be willing 
to have our fellow creatures thus miserable fer 
the same purpose, They further more in- 
form us that when we get to heaven, we shall 
see, and rejoice to see our nearest and dearest 
connexions in this state of intense torment, and 
that it will be a peculiar satisfaction to know 
that their torment will forever endure and for- 
ever increase, by which means the glory of| 
God will continue to brighten and shine with 
increasing lustre forever and ever. They are, 
and know they are under the necessity of ad- 
Mitting and of maintaining these shocking te- 
nets in order to be consistent, and for the sake 
of defending the doctrine of endless misery,— 
But our Unitarian, Arminian doctors pretend | 
to reject those Calvinistic notions, urging a’ 








gainst them that they are monstrously inhuman, 
and barbarous: that they dry up the milk of 
human kindness, and petrify those tender sens- 
ibilities and affections, which like living pools, 
water and nourish all our social virtues, If 
reason have any thing to do in directing ovr 
views concerning these matters, we are stronge 
ly inclined to believe that these objections to 
the Calvinistic tenets are weighty, and must be 
allowed to form a very convincing argument ae 
gainst them. And in fact the Calvinists theme 
selves allow this; and therefore disallow the 
voice of reason in this case, contending that dix 
vine inspiration alone has the honor of teachte 
ing such holy and heavenly truths, 

But«ur Arminian doctors, though they re- 
ject these tenets which violate and shock 
our reason, do not, as we could wish, 
render their own rotions free from the same 
objections, which they most eloquently urge ae 
gainst Calvinism. For instance, they pretend 
to believe in a heaven hereafter where the 
righteous are to be forever happy, and in a hell 
where the wicked will be miserable beyond the 
power of language to describe. We desire, 
therefore, that they may inform us whether the 
righteous in heaven will rejoice to see the wick- 
ed in hell? Whether parents in heaven will 
feel perfectly reconciled to see their offspring 
in torment? And we would extend this query 
into all the tender relations of mankind, asking 
information on the subject, 

In order to have the query understood, we 
may be indulged in supposing a supposablé 
case. Ifa venersble doctor of divinity, who 
has arrived by indefatigable industry to most 
exalted degrees of inteMlectual and moral ime 
provement, depart this mortal life, and is crowe 
ned with everlasting honors in the world te 
come, suppose he there comes to the knowl. 
edge of the fact, that ason, who was, in this 
world tenderly beloved, by being drawn from 
the path of wisdom by strong temptations, fell 
into vices which tended to disease, and ended 
in a premature death, is now in the dark shades 
of dismal woe, how is such knowledge to affect 
him? Will this knowledge be a source of 
pleasure, or will it give him grief? This is ao 
query which we most sincerely wish these doce 
tors would no longer delay to answer, 

But how can they answer this question?— 
They pretend to abhor the Calvinistic belief 
that the saints in heaven will rejoice to see 
their connexions in torment; but what will 
they do themselves? If they do not rejoice ag 
this sinht, will they grieve at it? But ‘is hea- 
ven a lage for the saints to be seated, where 
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they are to bespectators of agonizing torment? 
Where they are to spend an etgrnity in looking 
dowa, some on their fathers, some on their 
mothers, some on their children, some on their 
brothers, some on their sisters, and some on 
their earthly friends, and see them writhe in 
pain and wither in endless despair? Is such a 
heavew to be desired? Arminian doctors, you 
who have arrived to great attainments in divin- 
ity, who understand and know the things of an- 
other world, do condescend to inform usall you 
know on this momentous subject. You have 
either told ustoo much, or not enough. The 
amount of all you have told us must, if we be- 
lieve it and realize it, administer torture to our 
souls, of a character not to be described. We 
know for certainty that we are very soon to 
close the present state of existence; we know 
for certainty, that, the pains and pleastres of 
this life will last, with us, but ashort time ; and 
are you authorized by our heavenly Father, to 
inform us that the future state, and even hea- 
ven itself, is infinitely worse than the most un- 
happy condition of mortals on earth? Will 
you attempt toamuse us, by saying that we 
shall be employed in heaven, in the delightful 
service of singing anthems and hymns of 


praise to that God, who will forever pour out 
his vials of wrath on those we love, on those 
whom he commanded us to love, on those 
whom he caused us to love by the strong and 
tender ties of nature, the production of his.own 
hands? Doctors will you do this? Will you 


drive the human senses to madness? Is such a 
heaven as you represent one whit better than 
the heaven whichthe Calvinistic doctors so 
much extol 7? And is either of your heavens re- 
ally any better than your hell? 

But, doctors there is a worse question still to 
be asked—You will call it blasphemy! but it 
must be asked. The question 1s, can either 
you or the Calvinistic doctors, show, wherein 
your gods are better than your demons? To 
call this question blasphemy will not answer it, 
and until you can answer it fairly, you ought 
to consider whether you are not guilty of the 
worst of blasphemy, in representing the mer- 
eifal father of our spirits to be infinitely worse 
than you have ever pretended to represent the 
prince of darkness! 

What will you do, doctors? Ifyou do not 
answer these queries they will lie as heavy char- 
ges against you in the minds of thousands of 
people in this world; and as you pretend to 
believe in a day of judgment hereafier, sup- 

se the Judge should ask you at the tribunal 
why you did uot, answer these questions? Will 
you say you could not, or will you say that you did 
pot care enough about the subject, to be at the 
pains to answer ? 

Perhaps you will retort the query, and ask us 
what we think will be the consequenses of 
your uureasonable conduct, in these matters, 
concerning which you deceive millions of your 
fellow creiures from motives which prove the 
lamentable depravity of man? To this ques- 





tion we answer, that we hope that the grace of 
God, which abounds much more than sin, wij 
finally wash out this crimson from your ag 
acters, aud bring you to that humility, and con. 
rition, in which it .is the gracious pleasure of 
our heavenly Father to render his children the 
recipients of his richest blessings. H. B, 


A DISCOURSE, 

“* Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain,” 
Deut. v. 11, 

A definition of the crime of taking the name 
of God in vain, is given in the text itself, yet 
perhaps it may be weli to enter more fully in. 
to the particulars embraced in it. 

To take the name of God in vain. is to use it 
irreverently, or profanely. Attached to the 
name of the living God, are many considera 
tions of the most solemn kind, which- shoul 
ever entitle it to our reverence and respect ~ 
Those, therefore, wao may be said to break the 
command in our text, are such as, from various 
motives, pronounce the name of God in a care. 
less, profane, or indifferent manner. Indeed, 
all such as use the nume of God without a 
proper sense of his chara.ter, his purposes, his 
designs, and his kindness to his creatures, are 
guilty of a violation of the requirement inow 
text. So that the man who speaks of God, o 
addresses his throne, without a mixture of faith 
with his desires, is, in reality, as guilty of pro 
fanity as any one else. We may therefore con- 
sider this kind of iniquity under the following 
heads, 

1. Cursing that God from whom proceeds 
every blessing enjoyed by his dependent beings, 

The sin of ingratitude, above all others, is 
to be deprecated by every human being. 
Therefore, while we must be sensible, that our 
lives, our comforts, our every enjvyment, pro- 
ceed from, and are lengthened out by, the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith, it is no doubt the 
height of presumption to curse the God that 
sustains us, and to bite the hand that feeds us! 
There is no excuse for the offence. For all 
must confess, that our Creator has ever been 
our supporter, and our friend. 

It is sometimes said, that it is fashionable to 
curse God. Yes; butis that an excuse tobe 
plead in extenuation of our own guilt? Are 
we to copy examples, which we verily know 
to be offences against light and knowledge, 
merely because uthers do wrong? No, breth- 
ren. On the other hand, that very practict, 
is a sufficient reason for our abstaining from € 
vice so wicked, so very foulish and unnecessa- 
ry. We might, with as much propriety, ex- 
cuse ourselves for intemperance on account 0 
ihe fact, that many are seen to stagger in our 
streets, or wallow in our ditches! Indeed, there 
is less plausibilit) in the latter than in the for- 
mer case; tor some, no doubt, are urged to the 
sin of intemperance, by am unoonquerable 
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ihirst for the cup, whereas no man’s ¢tomach 
ever relished @ curse. — 

I say, therefore, that indulgence in the ag 
tice of profanity, merely because others do, is 
jess excusable than a gratification of any other 
propensity for a similar reason. When we be- 
hold the drunkard, reeling about our streets, 


we may, and ought to pity him; and his ex- 
ample is calculated to make us ashamed of our- 


selves, and our race: And there is something , 


to.palliate the guilt of such an offence against 
the law of God and the rules of propriety.— 
But, as I said before, there is no excuse to be 
urged in extenuation of the crime of taking the 
name of God in vain by cursing our kind Ben- 
efactor. 


2. This sin may be said to consist in calling | 


on God to witness certain transactions without 
due consideration or proper reverence. In 
ether words, it may be said to consist in cal- 
fing upon the Deity, without proper respect to 
his wisdom. 
throne of grace in. prayer, without the most 
uuqualified | submissior to the will of Heaven, 
is as guilty of taking the name of God in vain, 
as any man can be. What, let me ask, can 


yustify an arrogant dictation, of some plan to 
be pursued, or of some blessing to be bestowed, 
without a constant recollection of the fact, 
that God knows more about what is for the 
best, than the petitioner can know? It may 
be said in reply, that our ignorance of what is 
best will excuse an expression of our wants, 


however earnest or unsubmissive we may be to 
the will and wisdom of God. But so far from 
being an excuse, this goes directly to criminate 
the petitioner. .For, a knowledge of our ig- 
norance should lead us to distrust our ability to 
ask any thing aright. 

The truth is, an arrogant assumption of the 
sight to dictate Heaven, is as extravagantly and 
abominably wicked, as the mind can conceive. 
It is taking the name of Godin vain. For in 
such cases, we set up ourselves above the Al- 
mighty and assume the direction of the affairs 
of providence. 


3. We take the name of God in vain when- 


ever we pray without faith. 

The christian professes to have gained a 
knowledge of the character, will, and purposes 
of God. His hopes are founded upon this 
knowledge of God: He boasts of the light 
which has been shed upon this great subject, 
and considers his condition as being highly ex- 
alted above that of the heathen, merely because 
ef an acquaintance wiih God, derived, or ac- 
quired through the medium of the gospel of his 

on. 

Hence, then, if he prays without faith, he is 
sither a hypocrite, or else he uses the name of 
God profanely. For, if he pretends to know 
the will of God, amd does it not, he is a hypo- 
erite; and ifhe does know it, and asks for any 
thing contrary to such known will, he does not 
pray in faith, and is guilty of breaking te eosa- 
mand ia our text. 


Hence, whoever addresses the | 


330 


In making av application of this remark, I 
shall be allowed to say, that it is neither more 
nor less than a profanation of the name of God, 
; to pray for a blessing to rest upon those, that 
| in our opinion, God designs to curse, Out o- 
| pinions, if we are christians, are formed from 
the record of certain facts, contained in, or 
comprising the book called the bible. From 
those facts, as I have before said, we come to 
some conclusions as to the will or purpose of 
God. We take this word of God, as the man 
of our counsel, and pretend to abide by its di- 
rections. Hence, being commanded in this 
book to pray, we underiake to express our de- 
sires to the author of our being and the giver of 
our blessings. Now, this being the case, I de- 
sire to know if we are tv pray for those things 
which we suppose are agreeable to the will of 
God? The answer is yes. Then I ask again, 
if we know our master’s will, and pray for things 
contrary to it, are we not in the fault? 

Now we come toa conclusion which is of 
considerable consequence. We are to pray} 
and we are not only to pray, but we are to ssk 
for such things, as werknuow or believe to be in 
accordance with the will of God. 

As the presumption is, that no one will deny 
these facts, I wish to ask one plain question.— 
Admitting it to be true that the will and pur- 
pose of God is to damn a certain definite num- 
ber of our fellow men, to all eternity, is it our 
duty to pray for the salvation of all men? If 
I believe that the will of heaven is, tv damn, by 
a decree, or by withholding his grace, acertain 
number of my fellow men, is it my duty to pray 
for all mankind? The answer is as plain as 
the question. If I am convinced of a determi- 
nation on the part of the Almighty to curse a 
| part of my fellow beings eternally, I take his 
name in vain if I pray for a single individual of 
that number, For, in that case, it is as much 
| the will of God to damn a part, as it is to save 
a part, and if] am consistent, and believe that 
a part will be damned, it is as much my. duty to 
pray for their damnation, as it is tu pray for the 
| salvation of those whom God desigus to save |! 
Let me make if possible a plainer statement 
| ofthis case. On the supposition that the doc- 
trine of endless misery is true, the facts are logi- 
cally illustrated thus: we must pray according te 
the will of God; the will of God is, that some 
shall be damned to alleternity; therefore, we 
must pray for their eternal damnation! And 
so on the other hand: We must pray accor- 
ding to the will of God: the will of God is, 
that but a part of mankind shall be saved; 
therefore we should pray for only a part ! 

Now it will not doto talk about the “secret” 
and “ revealed” will of God; or about a differ- 
ence between the will and purpose of God, ur- 
til it can be proved, that the purpose and will 

_ of God are absolutely at variance with each 
other. It will not do, therefore, to say that 
‘the will of God 1s to save all mankind, while 
at the same time his purpose is, to damn the 
| greeter pact : end if possible, it woald be e 
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on profanation of his name, to pray against terminated for our good, we cannot fail to recos, 





. Ope 
is fixed and immutable purpose, than it would nize, in numberles instances, the hand of a .. 


be to pray against his will or desire! There- evolent God, whieh has bro’t good out of eyit 
fore the conclusion appears irresistible, that, | and sweet things from wormwoud and gall,” 
if we believe in the ultimate damnation of a And if we judge of the fuwure by the past 
part, itis taking the name of God in vain to} we may fairly conclude, that, “ whatever js, is 
pray for the salvation of all, And inasmuch | right” in the providence of God, and wij 
as the crime of taking God’s name in vain is | eventuate in the final consummation of our haps 
one of no ordinary magnitude, we should, if; pmess. Nor can there be founda man. (much 
we believe in endless misery, be extremeiy cau- less a christian,) who possesses that-degree of 
tious who we pray for, lest in the warmth of | hardihood, which will incline him to niykethe 
our,anxiety for the salvation of some friend or | impious declaration, that every pain—every 
telation, we should pray for one wh. m the Loed | apparent evil, is not a blessing in disguise!— 
had predestinated to be damned ! | This being true, we shall find, that the reason 
But are our best desires; our most godly | why we are commanded not to curse our fel. 
emotions ; our most benevolent feclings, to be |low men, is because God delights to bless 
thus stifled and destroyed, with impunity ?—|them. Altho’ this species of profanity does 
This question must be answered by you, my|not come directly within the limits of our 
hearers. Ifyou believe in any creed, it is your | present subject, yet, in a secondary sense, we 
duty to abide by its conclusions and be consis- | may consider any species of iniquity of thig 
tent with its requirements. Put permit me to | kind, as an indirect vjolation of the command 
tell you, that there is a doctrine which will al- | under consideration.“ For we are commanded 
low those whe believe it, to give locse to the|to abstain fromthe appearance of evil, and 
best emotions of which the human heart is ca-| this command is sanctioned by ‘the name of 
pable,a: d at the same time will avoid the crime | God. Therefore we should not curse our fel. 
of profanity.— There is a doctrine, wh.ch_ will | low men, because their eternel blessedness and 
allow us to pray forall men, without wrath and | the glory of God, are everlastingly blended to 
without doubting! There isa doctrine, which | gether, and inseparably united, by the indissole 
teaches us to do so, because “ God will have} ble bouds of mercy, and love. 
all mn to be saved.” 2. Another reason why this command is gi- 
These remarks on the sin of taking the name | ven us, is, because a life of profanity destroy 
of God in vain will help us in ascertaining our own honor and happiness. 
2dly. The importance of the command to} In commenting on this proposition, I wil 
refrain from it, and the consequences of a com- | not hold out the descriptive allurement of e 
pliance or non-compliance with the requisition. | probable escape from the consequences of evil, 
In the first place itmay be remarked, that|by telling my hearers, that they can repent 
if the sin had not been calculated to dishonor {and thus wipe away the stain of their former 
our characiers, and the character of God, he} guilt. On the other hand, 1 would declare, 
would not have commanded us to refrain from it. | that now is the judgment of this world, and 
* Bless, and curse vot,” is a reasonable require- | that now the profane man carries about hin 
ment; and one, which is in unison with every | the sentence of his own condemnation, and the 
attribute of God. Not even our enemies, how- | hell of his unprovoked iniquity! His honor i 
ever vilethey may be; not even those that|mow tarnished, his reputation is now sullied, 
curse us, are to receive evil for evil; but we | his character is now fixed, and his torment now 
are bound not only by the command in our} causes him to curse his God and thus injure 
text, but also by many other texts of divine|his own happiness. Tell me not of the plea» 
truth, to abstain, in all cases, from the commis-|ure of taking the name ef God in vain—tell 
sion of this offeuce. me not that it eases the mind and satisfies the 
May we not then with humility seek after |soul; tell me not that it eases*the conscience 
the ground on which this command is predica- | and sweetens resentment ;—I know that wher 
ted What preai, eternal principle, upholds | the tongue is sot on fire ot hell, the whole sy 
this reasonable requisition ?—If we turn to our | tem is torment d! 
bible we shell find it declared. ; Nor are mankind so insensible of these facts 
And, ist We should notcurse our fellow | as their condact would indicate them to be.— 
beings, becance Ged does not, nor never will | Those who take the name of God in vaio are 
curse or ofilici them any more then is aecessary | not insensible of the fact, that they injure thelr 
to promote their greatest gocd, own peace and destroy their own bappiness »Y 
Aliho’ we experience, in common with our|so doing. The very fact, that most men re 
fell. w men, ihe various evils of life, yet it is a] frain from such practices when before the vir 
fact taugh: in the word and providence of God | tuous part of community, is a tacit acknowldege- 
and demonsiraied by our experience, that all | ment, that they are ashamed of themselves an 
and villictiv us. are designed to prepare us, and | their conduct. And unless men enjoy life ihe 
put us in possession of some yreaier good! If | lest when they ure ashamed, it is evident that 
we, for a mcment.advert t6 the m:ny incidents | their happiness is not complete while in this 
of cur past Ives, which we then considered as | practice, 
extremely afilictive which we now know bave| 8. Another reason why we are commanded 
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io refrain from this practice under considera-' 
tion, is, because God never will curse us. If' 
it could be made to appear, that a time will 

come, when God will pronounce a worse curse | 
against us, than we can against him, there 

would be some plausible reason for an indul- | 
gence in such a practice. But inasmuch as we | 
are informed of nosuch time, we have no ex- 

cuse for the practice. And if God possessed a 

disposition, which would lead him thus to curse 

his dependent beings he never would have giv- 
en us the command expressed in our text.— 

God is the father of every blessing and not the 
author of curses and imprecations: The Devil 
(by which I mean the spirit that now worketh 
in the children of disobedience) is the inventor, 
and father, and supporter of the cursing sys- 
tem which prevails in our world, 

4. ‘The command in our text prohibits us 
from pronouncing the name of God in vain, be- 
cause there are a mulutude of evidences which 

to prove, that God will grant salvation to all 
our fellow men. He has not left us to grope 
in the dark in relation to these matters; but 
has put into our hands the bile, which is ex- 
plicit on this subject, and affords ample testi- 
mony of the fact, that we can neither ask for, 
por conceive of the vast blessings for our breth- 
ren of the human family which he in the rich- 
ness of his saving mercy has laid up in store for 
bis  fispring. 

This bricf notice of the facts, is sufficient to 
iustrate the reasonableness of the command, & 
fo show us the unavoidable consequences of a 
Vielation of it, as well as the benefits to be 
derived from keeping itinviolate, On the one 
hand, we find, thatthe man who takes the name 
of God in vain, is smittea with a sense of his 
own degradation, and is thus deprived of the 
happiness he might otherwise enjoy. While 
on the other hand, in keeping the command 
we have a great reward, 

Having thus briefly considered eur two first 
particulars, | come 

3dly. To suggest some plan, calculated to 
suppress this species of iniquity. 

In attempting to do this, it may be thought 
that the speaker assumesa task which he will 
be unable to perform. Iknow I may do in- 
justice to the subject, but the course I am to 
pursue, is plainly marked out in the word of 
God 


1. In order to suppress this kind of iniquity 
ket ministers of the gospel ref-ain from taking 
the name of God in vain !—But! Do ministers 
swear, or take the name of God in vain ? Go 
ask th mito show you their forms of excom- 
munication: Read them atientively ; and if a 
Worse system of cursing can he found than a 
Roman Catholic Anathema, your speaker will 
acknowledge his ignorance! Nor are these 
horrid imprecations confined to the Romans.— 
Our celebrated reformers, have been guilty of 
cursing. Nor is this all. Our most celebrated 
divncs of the present age, will read with all im- 
aginable gravity a certain instrument ealled an 


‘Sat 


excommunication, which will consign a man 
over to the devil, without even the benefit of 
clergy !! ; 

Now for my own part, I can see no differ 
ence of any considerable importance, between 
an orthodox and a heterodox curse ! The only 
perceptible difference is, that the former is gen- 
erally uttered with more solemnity than the lat- 
ter. I would as soon hear a layman swear, as 
a priest ; and their curses amount to about the 
same thing ! 

But to go farther, What do preachers, who 
speak, or pretend to speak in the name of God 
andin the sacred name of his son, tell you ?— 
Do they not tell, you in the name of God, that, if 
you do not comply with certain requirements 
you will be damned ? How often do ministers 
declare in:the name of Jesus of Nazareth that if 
you die in impenitence you will assuredly be 
damned forever in hell! How often do they 
tell you in the name of God, that thousands 
and millions of sinners, are now in hell /—And 
have you never heard them declare, that pro- 
bably infants were in hell not a span long ° 

Now compare this kind of profanity with 
that of the common black-gaard and tell the 
difference if you can! One, ’tis true, swears 
by certain rules laid down in systems of diviu- 
ity (so called) while the other swears extempore, 
But of the two, Lhumbly consider an orthe- 
dox curse the worst, because it extends farther 
into the particulars. The common swearer, 
when he gives vent te his indignation against a 
fellow being, says he hopes he may be damned ; 
and leaves it there! But the minister will noz 
only sentence God’s enemies to hell, but he 
will contend that their damnation will be yeter- 
nal or absolutely endless ‘/—He will sometimes. 
preach a whole sermon, to prove, that mankind 
ought, and many of them will, be cursed in 
heli to all eternity. 

In attempting to fix upon some plan to sup- 
press the iniquity under consideration, I am led 
by a knowledge of these facts, to recommend 
a change in that manner of preaching, which. 
is considered fashionable. Let ministers stop 
cursing in the desk ; let them, when they pray 
do it in faith nothing doubting ; let them i the 
sincerity of their souls, preach the glad tidinge 
of the gospel, and in my humble opinion the 
practice of swearing would be cropped ia the 
bud ! 

That I am justified in making these remarks 
will be evident, if we consider a few facts.— 
And first, let me ask, why is it that our heathen, 
in a state of nature,do not curse their * great 
spirit” or their fellow beings ?—It I am cor- 
rectly informed they do not take the name of 
God in vain. Why ts it so? Must we not 
take shame to ourselves, and blush for what the 
world calls christianity ; and declare, that the 
reason why they are thus moral, is, because 
they have not been so wonderfully blessed with 
professed ministers of Christ, who curse a part 
of their feliow beings in the name of God ! 








I have been told, that generally speaking,’ 
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the first thing an Indian learns from the white | caution a maa or child against swearing ever so 
people, is to swear / I have nothing to say a-; much, and tell himhe will be damned if he 
gainst civilizing and christianizing the sons of | don’t refrain from it, and he will turn on hig 


the forest, but in mercy to their race let mis- 
sfonaries who go among them refrain from their 
imprecations | Let them declare to our be- 
nighted fellow beings, the gospel of the blessed 
God, and nothing else, and I doubt not their 
condition would soon be improved. 

We often go to church, and there hear the 
minister preach about a terrible hell for the 
wicked: And what effect does it have on the 
minds of those who hear and believe it? Let 
experience dictate av answer, Have we not 
repeatedly,—time after time, known young 

ersons, who have been brought up to believe 
m the endless damnation of the wicked,—I 
sey, have we not ofien heard them, curse God 
and men befere we have walked ten rods from 
the house of worship? Yes. Then I again 
ask why is it so? 

But to render my ideas intelligible, I will 
suppose two cases. First we will suppose 
that a child, belonging to pious parents, could 
be so far secluded from society as never to bear 
an oath in any place ou of the church, We 
will suppose that he should go to meeting and 
hear every sabbath for ten years a zealous 
preacher of the endless damnation of the wick- 
gd. Now I ask, is it not very likely that out 
of a thousand sermons, he could find materials 
to make out a round, fashionable oath? Take 
for example, one, which has become very com- 
mon among mankind, ‘“ God damn your soul 
to hell.” Now brethren think of this thing. 
See if you could not find such an oath in one 
thousand orthodox sermons !—TJ venture to say, 
that such oaths are to be found in almost eve- 
ry popular discourse. we hear pronounced,— 
But let us attend to the other case. We will 
suppose that in some secluded nook or corner 
of this world, there is a place, where a child 
may go to the house of God and hear nothing 
but the goodness, the mercy, the compassion, 
the loving-kindness, the salvation, the love of 
our he*enly father. We will suppose, also, 
that some universalist lived in that place, and 
performed the duties of one who professes that 
doctrine. The child should bear nothing a- 
bout an endless hell, nothing about a terrible 
devil, nothing about an angry and unrelenting 
God. Now I ask, would ten years preaching 
of that kind, furnish an oath like the one just 
repeated? I ask you my brethren, do you se- 
ricusly believe, that a child thus educated would 
know how to swear ? 

I repeat it—I do believe it—and I will say 
it; the clergy must refrain from teaching curs- 
es, hell, indignation and despair, or mankind 
will continue to practise their lessons. Aud it 
is evident, to my mind, that examples of the 
kind proposed, will do more in one year to- 
wards effecting a reformatiou in the morals of 
mankind, than has been done by all the ‘ tracts,’ 
* swearer’s prayers, &c. in the world. 

Universal experience testifies, that you may 





heel and curse you for the advice you have just 
given him! I repeat, then, the assertion, that, 
ministers must set the example! Another 
thing which must be taken in connexion with 
the remedy just prescribed deserves notice. 

Before mankind cease io take the name of 
God in vain our Courts of Law must: stop the 
practice of swearing. We iook up to oursw 
periors for examples, and for some reason of 
other they have adopted the practico of calling 
upon us to swear that we will tell nolie. Now 
to look at this custom, as it stauds, without any 
reference to the sanciion which it has received 
from the practice of mankind, it appears like 
any other kind of swearing. Is it not strange, 
that mankind cannot tell the truth without 
swearing they will do so? Do we believea 
man, any sooner if we meet him in the street 
and hear him swear by the holy scriptures or 
by their author, that he tells the truth? No, 
Then I wish to know why this rule may not be 
applied in other cases? Perhaps, says one, the 
solemnity of an vath will often prevent men 
from telling a falsehood. J deny it ! Ifaman 
will tell an absolute and willful lie once, he will 
twice, and if he will do so in one case, he will 
in another! I have heard men tell the truth 
without being sworn, aud I have known them 
tell lies under oath. And I have listened with 
admiration to a recital of facts by men whe 
will not swear, and I have seen their testimony 
put down as of unquestionable truth although 
they did not swear. 

But men are brought to the stand, and are 
told to put their hand upon the book ; and 
then swear, and then kiss the cover, and begin 
their story. But why all this? O, they believe 
the Bible to be the word of God, and therefore 
will not violate its precepts but will tell the 
truth. 

And do they consider the Bible as the word 
of God 2 Yes. Do they therefore tell the truth? 
Perhaps the hearer says yes. But why do they 
tell the truth on that account ? Because the Bi- 
ble commands them so to do 1 The same book 
also commands us, in plain words, “ to swear 
notatall/”’ Aad in our text we are told that 
God will not bold him guiltless who taketh his 
name in vain. Must we then break this con 
mand, in order to come at our duty ? No—no 
such thing. 

Lastty. 


In order to suppress the practice of 
swearing, effectually, there is but one thing 


more to be done. We, ourselves, must begin 
the work, by abstaining from it, and by setting 
our faces against it firmly. 

To sum it all up iv few words, swear not at 
all yourselves. Recommend it to others to do 
the same. Keep your families from those 
schools of profanity which abound in our land. 
Recommend it to your ministers aot to let 
blessing and cursing proceed from the same 


month. Keep the werds of demaation from 
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the rising generation. Discountenance the 
promulgatio 
and lastly, 
ments. 


LLL 
GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


BUFFALO, FRIDAY, Noy. 24, 1826. 


—_—— 


PROVE ALC THING:s, HOLD FAST THAT WHICHIS GooD 


TO THE PUBLIC. 

By a notice given in this paper by Mr. S1- 
MON Burrow, it will be seen, that the Gospel 
Advocate has been purchased by the preseat 
Editor and his associates, who will assume the 
control and management of the work after the 
completion of the Fourth volume. On an- 
pouncing this arrangement it is due to our pat- 
rons and the public, .o say, that a very respec- 
table subscription list has heen obtained since 
the present editor has been engaged, for which 
he feels under many obligations, Nor cau there 
be any impropriety, now, in making an ingenu- 
ous acknowledgment for past favors, and an a- 
pology for any defects or deficiencies that may 
have been apparent in the editorial department 
of the paper. 

At an unpropitious period, the editor was 
galled from domestic retirement, and parochial 
duty, to brave the dangers and tempests of a 
powerful, vigilant, and embittered opposition. 
His unpractised hand was raised against the er- 
rors of an host of adversaries, and his breast 
bared to the shafts of calumny and reproach. 
Nothing but integrity of heart, and firmness of 
purpose, under God, has ke pt him from despon- 
dency ; and if, in his zeal for the welfare of 
truth, he has overstepped the bounds of pru- 
dence and charity, he hopes, that a discrimi- 
pating public, will attribute the fault, or the 
misfortune of so doing, to the want of experi- 
ence, rather than to depravity of heart. 

The wide spread spiritual desolation of this 
region, at first, presented an appalling scene : 
and but few laborers have hitherto gone forth 
with us to scatter the seeds of eternal truth. 
But our cry for help has at length been heard, by 
our brethren at a distance, and they are com- 
ing over to aid us in the great and glorious 
work, We are indescribably happy in an- 
nouncing to our friends and the public, that we 
shall, on the commencement of the next vol- 
ume, receive a valuable accession to the edito- 
rial department of this paper, in the talents of 
our worthy and esteemed brother in the faith 
Tueorritus Fisk, from Boston, Mass. 


The Fifty Votume wil) therefore commence 


n of the notion of endless cursings, 
love God and keep his command- 














under more favorable circumstances than any 
preceding one ; and whatever benefit may be 
derived from a more extensive circulation of 
the work, will be anticipated by the proprie- 
| tors, bya reduction of the price to subscri. 
bers. The price will be, to those who pay im 
| advance, but One Dollar and Fifty Cents ; 
_and as an inducement to punctuality, it will be an 
| invariable rule, to require of all such as neg- 
| lect to pay in advance, the sum of Two Dol- 
‘Jars per Volume within six months, or Twe 
Dollars and Fifty Cents if not paid within e- 
leven months from the commencement of the 
volume.- Punctuality on the part of onr 
friends, will enable the editors and proprietors 
to reduce the expenses of the establishment, 
and have the work promptly executed, without 
the miseries of poverty and dependence. 

No pains will be spared to render the work 
interesting and beneficial to our readers ; and 
the publishers feel assured, that every Univer 
salist in this section of country, and all such as 
desire to know the trath, will aid and assist us 
in the a:duous and responsible undertaking in 
which we have engaged; since our primary 
object is, and shall be, to “do good unto all 
men, especially to those who are of the house- 
hol ] of faith.” Such are the peculiar circum 
stances, at this crisis, that a small sum of mo- 
ney is necessary, to enable the publishers to 
commence the next volume without embarrass- 
ment ; and witha view to give our friends an 
opportunity to assist us, the first number of the 
Fifth Volume will be printed before the com 
pletion of the Fourth, and presented, as a spe- 
cimea, to our brethren; who, on receiving it 
will do us an essential favor by paying for the 
next volume in advance, if convenient. It is 
jntended to have the Fifth volume commence 
on the first of Junuary next, even should not 
the Fourth be entirely completed before that 
time ; so asto have it commenced and ended 
with the year, With this statement, we pre 
sent our respects to our friends and the public, 
accompanied with desires for the temporal, 
spiritual, and eternal prosperity and happiness 
of each and every one, anda respectful re- 
quest, for the aid and assistance of the lovers 
of God and Truth, 

Epiror or THE GosrgL Apyocare. 

Buffalo, Nov. 24, 1826, 


(> Br. Tuzornitus Fisx will preach at 
the usual place of worship on Sunday Dec, §. 
Service in the morning half past ten o’clock 
—P. M. two o’clock, 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 

Notice is hereby given that I have transfer- 
red all my right, title and interest to and in the 
Gcspet Apvocate to L, S. Everett, the pre- 
sent Editor, Theophilus Fisk, and Gersham 
Tuttie, after the expiration of the FOURTH 
YOLUME, except the right to have, and cir- 
culate, as many as may be subscribed for, in the 
counties of Chautauque, N. Y..and Warren, 
Pa. which places will be supplied from the 
same Press, for the term of five years, by me. 
This arrangement renders it indispensably ne- 
cessary that all arrearages should be paid im- 
mediately, up to the end of this volume, which 
will be about the firstof February next. Pay- 
ment must be made for this and all preceding 
volumes, either to me at Fredonia, Chautau- 
que, co. N. Y. orto H. A. Salisbury, Buffalo. 

SIMON BURTON, 

Buffalo, Nov, 24, 1826. 


NOTICE, 

Our friends who reside in the following 
places are hereby informed, that with divine 
permission the Editor, will visit them on the 
days specified, and will, if desired, deliver dis- 
courses at each as follows, viz. 

Sunday, Dec, 10, Pembroke, near Hutchin- 
son’s Inn, 
11, Alexander Village. 
12, Attica Village. 
13, Bethany, near Lincoln’s 
Ton. 
14, Covington, near Br. T. 
Cruttendei’s. 
15, Moscow, near P, Teed’s, 
16, Geneseo Villaze. 
17, Livonia, Vermont street. 
Monday, 18, Richmond, 
Tuesday, 19, Bristol. 
rs. Hutchinson, Rix, Sabin, Lincoln, Crut- 
tenden, Teed, Adams, Coe, and Reed, will 
ecnfer a favor, by making known the above ap- 
pointments in theif respective places, and by 
informing the brethren in each place, except 
Pembroke, thet I shall not arrive bef re 2 o’- 
@lock, P.M. After which time I shall be en- 
ebled to preach either in the P. M. or evening. 
At Pembroke I will spend the. whole Sabbath. 
Persons desiring to subscribe for the Fifth Vol- 
ume of the Advocate will have an apportunity 
to save Fifiy Cents, by paying in advance. 

In each place where there are societies, the 
brethren would oblige me by being prepared 
with a written statement of their numbers and 
condition, together with such other informs- 
tion as may concern the Associatiun to which 


they belong, 


Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 


Thursday, 


Friday, 
Saturday, 
Sunday, 


L.S. EVERETT. 
Buffalo, Nov. 24, 1826. 


(G- NOTICE. 
Nine weeks will complete the Fourrn Vou- 
wMe of this paper; and I hereby give no- 


ice, to all those who now receive it, that 





; Col, i. 23, 25. Phil. i, 1. 





they will be considered subscribers for the 
Fifth Volume, unless seasonable notice is giv. 
en of a desire to discontinue. And ‘o prevent 
any mistake, my friends are hereby informed 
that a seasonable notice of such intention wil} 
be a writtem statement of the fact, either frog 
the person himself, or the Post Master from 
whose office the papers are received, at leas 
two weeks before the expiration of this volume, 

This condition will, in all cases, be adhered 
to, and is rendered indispensable by the Teang 
of this work, as well as the interest of the es 
tablishment; for, as the work is printed in ¢ 
ven setts of numbers, a loss of one is the same 
as to lose the whole volume. I would recom 
mend it to those who desire to discontinue, te 
request their Post Masters to convey the infor. 
mation to H. A. Salisbury, at Buffalo, as that 
would save expense. 


(i> Letters must come free of postage in on 
der to receive attention. 


... SIMON BURTON, 


Brother Lemuen Wtrvis has received and accept 
ed an invitation, to take the Pastoral care of the U. 
niversalist society in Troy, N. ¥Y. May his laooy 
be abundantly blessed. 


DEACON, a servant, a minister. 

1. In ecclesiastical polity a deacon is one of 
the lowest of the three orders of the clergy, 
He is rather a novitate, or in a state of probe 
tion for one year, after which he is admitted in 
to full orders, or ordained a priest. 

2. In the New Testament the word is used 


for any one that ministers in the service of 


God : bishops and presbyters are also styled 


| deacons : but more particularly and generally 
| it is understood of the lowest order, or minise 


tering servants in the church. 1 Col. iii. 5 
1 Tim. iii 

The office of deacons originally was to serve 
tables, the Lord’s table, the minister’s table 
and the poor’s table-—Buck’s Theo, Dic. 








The following Universalis! Books are for sule by 
R. W. Haskins, at the Buffalo Book Store, viz. 


Balfour's second Inquiry, being an examinatiog 
into the Scripture doctrine concerning tht 
Devil and satan, &c. 

Rev. L. ©. Todd’s works, 

Kneeland’s Greek Testament, 

do. Greek and English, 
do. English only, 
do. Sermons, 

Universalist Magazine 

Gospel Herald, 

Young on Restoration, 

Ballou’s Treatise on atonement, 

do. Notes on the Parables, 
do. Sermons, assorted. 


Sept. 21. 1826. 














H. A. SALISBURY, PRINTER. 


@Piice in front of the Court House: 





